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her & her poore parents ther, and w* ever you do let her not come 
again in this condition shee is now : for shee will most c'teinly be y° 
death of her Parents ; but rather let her be handed to y e old man on y" 
Hand, for y e benefit of his goverm' to be extended to her. 

Dr. Hoppin inquired if the portrait said to be that of Charles 
Chauncy, the second President of the College, in the collection 
belonging to Harvard College, was really known to be authentic. 
He had some doubts about it. No one present could satisfy 
his doubts. 



FEBRUARY MEETING, 1874. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th instant, at 
11 o'clock a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the preceding 
meeting. 

The Librarian read the list of donors to the Library for the 
month past. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance from 
Edward A. Freeman, D.C.L., of England, elected an Honorary 
Member at the September meeting. 

The Recording Secretary presented, in the name of the author, 
the " Memorial of Thomas Potts, Junior, who settled in Penn- 
sylvania, with an historic-genealogical account of his descend- 
ants to the eighth generation. By Mrs. Thomas Potts James. 
Cambridge: privately printed. 1874." 416 pp. 4to, — for 
which the thanks of the Society were voted. 

The President presented, in the name of the author, the 
" Life and Correspondence of Samuel Johnson, D.D., Mission- 
ary of the Church of England in Connecticut, and first Presi- 
dent of King's College, New York. By E. Edwards Beardsley, 
D.D., Rector of St. Thomas's Church, New Haven." New 
York: 1874, — for which the thanks of the Society were 
ordered. 

The President then said : — 

Happening to observe, in one of our daily papers, an account 
of a little story book, published at Christmas, entitled " Fanny 
St. John," I found, on turning to it at the bookstore, that it 
contained what purports to be the history of the family of 
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Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, a French gentleman, long resi- 
dent in this country, who made himself known by several 
literary works. He was the author of " Letters from an Ameri- 
can Farmer," published in Philadelphia in 1794, and of a work 
in three volumes printed in Paris in 1801, entitled " Voyage 
dans la haute Pennsylv.anie par un membre adoptif de la Nation 
Oneida." The story of his children, as given in the little book, 
is a very touching and romantic one ; and they seem to have 
owed their preservation to Mr. Gustavus Fellowes, of a well- 
known family of Boston or the vicinity, by whose grand- 
daughter the book was written. M. de Crevecoeur was born in 
Caen, Normandy, in 1731, and emigrated to America in 1754. 
He returned finally to France (after having been Consul at New 
York in 1783), and died there in 1813. Among the Bowdoin 
papers, in my possession, I have found four of his letters to 
Governor Bowdoin, which are not without interest, and which 
I submit to the consideration of our Publishing Committee. 

Caen, ioweb Normandy, 1" July, 1786. 

I hope your excellency has Received the Books I sent by Mr Barret, 
who was to sail from Lorient the latter end of February. I flatter 
myself they will be useful. I embrace the favourable opportunity of 
the bearer hereof Mr. Philip Dejean, a Gentleman much esteemed by 
the Good Marquis'de la Fayette, to recall me to your excellency's 
remembrance, & to beg for him your Kind Protection & Countenance. 
We had Sollicited for him the Agency of Georgia, from whence we had 
conceived hope our GouvJ wou'd draw a considerable quantity of life 
Oak; but the Influence of the Northern contractors from Russia & 
Sweden have oversat all our schemes. He has resided in Canada 32 
years, 18 of which he has spent at De'troit. He proposes to live some 
Time in your Town. 

Will your Excellency be pleased to remember the differ? Seeds ot 
artificial Grasses I sent you some Time before I left New York. I 
hope they have fructified, that their use is now better known. They 
most certainly are of y 8 Greatest Importance in Husbandry. I have 
desired M? Dejean to examine those fields here which are covered 
with them, that after having been an ocular Witness of the vast 
quantities of Fodder they bring forth, he may more particularly ex- 
plain it to your Excellency. I have desired him to deliver you a 
small quantity of the same Seeds, that in case of any accident these 
useful Tryals may be renew'd. Next fall I will send you a more com- 
pleat assortment & a Greater quantity, many not being Ripe. I beg 
your Excellency Wou'd receive them as a Token of my Earnest desire 
of Introducing that Important Branch of Rural Improvement into 
the State of Massachusetts. 

I refer your Excellency to the Imperfect Instructions I have 
Printed in the New York Gazette, a copy of which I sent together 
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with the first Envoy of Seeds. I am now Employed in the Second 
Edition of the " A Farmer's Letters," to which a 3 a vol. will be added. 
I flatter myself your Excellency will be pleased to accept a copy of 
them as a Proof of y e unfeigned Esteem & Respect wherewith I have 
the Honor of subscribing myself 

Your Excellency's most obedient & very Humble Serv!, 

S* John de Crevecceur. 

P.S. — Distant as I am Just now from my dearly beloved Daughter 
Fanny, who lives at M* Gustavus Fellowes, & whom your excellency 
may perhaps Know, has received, as well as my son Lewis, from that 
Gentleman so wonderfull a series of Hospitality & Kindness, wou'd 
your Excellency Permit a Father, who lives but for the happiness of 
his dear children, To Implore & to beg your Kind Patronage & Pro- 
tection. She wants for nothing; she enjoys the Friendship of the 
House & of her worthy adoptive Mother ; but accidents may happen, 
& my anxiety makes me wish she shou'd be known To your Excel- 
lency, & Protected in case of Misfortune. 

His Excellency Gov*. Bowdoin. 

At Gustavus Fbi-lowbs's. 

Paris, 21'.' Oct!, 1786. 

I have duely received your Excellency's letter by M r Barret, but not 
as yet the Bundle of Papers & Pamphlets mentioned in it ; it has been 
put on board a Vessel laden with oyl along with several Trunks of his, 
& she is not yet arrived at Rouen, having been prevented entering the 
channel by the long and dreadful Equinoxial Gales we have been 
afflicted with these Three weeks. The 1".' vol. of your Society's 
Memoirs is expected here with Impatience by several Persons who 
greatly Interest themselves in the Progress of usefull science through 
out The world. 

I am much obliged, your Excellency, for the learned discourse you 
Pronounced last year at the opening of the academy : many of my 
friends as well as I have perused it with great pleasure, wondering 
that y" Governor of a great state shou'd possess Learning & have suffi- 
cient leisure to enter into the depth of such an Investigation. The 
Good Marquis and every well-wisher to America are constantly 
employed in procuring the Trade of your Country every advantage it 
stands in need of. We hope for the success of their Endeavors ; but, 
on the part of America, great Care must be Taken that none but the 
best articles shou'd be sent. Whilst we were pleading for the Intro- 
duction of your Marts a most wretched Cargo is a'rrived, which has 
greatly cooled The Minister, and, as if that was not enough, The 
Commandant of Brest has Informed him that " The America " was 
falling to Pieces, and that in Two years she would not be in a con- 
dition To hold herself above water, even at her Moorings. I have 
desired Mr. Barret to write me a Letter on that subject, and minutely 
to explain how she had been built. 

Your country ought to abound with butter, cheese, Hams, Gamons, 
of an excellent kind ; if your people cou'd be brought to feel the 
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necessity of giving those Articles all the Perfection they are suscepti- 
ble of, they wou'd sell very well here, and in great quantities. Cou'd 
not the society your Excellency so worthily presides Publish Instruc- 
tions on that subject, & offer such Incourag" & Premiums as wou'd 
open your People's eyes, & rouse their Industrye. 

A second Edition of the A. F.'s letters, with a 3d vol., will soon 
appear, of which I shall not fail to send your Excellency an Exem- 
plary, To whom I expect personally to present in June next the 
unfeigned Respect and consideration wherewith I have the Honor 
to be 

Your Excellency's 

Most Humble Servant, 

S* John de Creyecceub. 
To His Excellenoy 

James Bowdoin, Esq! , 

Governor of the State of Massachusetts Bay, 
Boston. 

Paris, 5? Feb* 1787. 
Sie, — I have received by Capt" Coffin the first vol. of your Trans- 
actions as well as Sundry other Pamphlets, for which I return you my 
sincere & hearty Thanks ; in return give me Leave to send you a 
small Book Printed on a new Invented Paper made with the bark of 
Tileul — a specie of y" Linden Tree — at the end of which you'll find 
also several specimens of other papers made with a variety of Roots, 
Plants, & Barks, and three Sheets with Woollen rags. The Inven- 
tor is but just beginning these useful Experiments, & hopes to find 
out the art of converting into paper every specie of vegetable, & 
whitening his work with vitriolick acid. I wish these Samples may 
urge your Paper-makers at Milton To make some Tryals, which, in a 
country where Rags are so scarce, cannot but be very Important, 
either for Paste board, Sheathing of Vessels, wrapping of Sugar, &c. 
Inclosed you'll find also a Letter from M' de Warville, The Litterary 
Person I introduced to your accquaintance last year. Yesterday we 
had a great meeting at the duke of Harcourt's about obtaining the 
freedom of Honfleur, which Mess'" Barret & Coffin assisted. Our 
demand is so Powerfully supported that we are in hopes of obtaining 
it. Capt" Coffin, who put in there, will best Inform you with all 
The advantages which are likely to result from its scituation To the 
American Trade. I have been Encouraged To apply To that Duke, 
on account of his great Kindness for me as well as on that of the 
Power & Influence he had at Court. I am, with unfeigned Esteem & 
Respect, 

Sir, your very Humble Servant, 

S* John de Crevec<eur. 
His Excellency Governor Bowdoiit. 

New York, 26" 1 August, 1788. 
Sik, — I am much obliged to you for the book you have sent me, 
the history of the late Insurrection of part of your State, in the quel- 
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ling of which you have had so emminent a share by your prudence, 
firmness, & activity ; it is elegantly wrote ; this work is a manifest proof 
of the improved & advanced state of society in America. The 
account of that effervency, that abuse of freedom degenerated into out- 
rageous licentiousness, may become very useful in a Country like this, 
where most men read & think for themselves. I hope it will serve to 
convince your people how difficult it is to organize by dint of reason 
alone, & to establish & maintain without force a form of government 
which may be acceptable to the inhabitants of so large & extensive a 
territory, the interests of which are so unavoidably various & opposite. 

I anxiously long for the first Session of Congress, in order to see 
whether the amending States will have sufficient influence to alter the 
new Constitution ere its effects have been felt ; 'tis high time this long 
Inter-regnum shou'd be at an end, & be succeeded by coercitive & 
uniform laws. 

I have the Honor to be, with unfeigned esteem & respect, 

Your Excellency's Most Obedient humble Servant, 

ST John de Crevecceur. 

P.S. — I saw Lady Temple a few days ago ; she was in perfect 
health, as well as your grand daughter Augusta : as for Sf John, no man 
can enjoy a greater degree of it. 

His Excellency James Bowdoin, Esq. 

The President read a letter from our Corresponding Mem- 
ber, Mr. C J. Hoadly, in which he said he had sent to the 
Society a copy of vol. 8 of the Colonial Records of Connecti- 
cut. He also said he was preparing for publication Gershom 
Bulkeley's book called " Will and Doom," written in 1692 ; and 
he made inquiry for two pamphlets referred to in that work, 
which he thought had never been printed. 

On application of the President, the use of the engraved 
plate containing the portrait of the late George Peabody was 
granted to the Peabody Educational Fund. 

On motion of Dr. Ellis, leave was granted to the Rev. Mr. 
Foote, pastor of King's Chapel, to copy some parts of the diary 
of Judge Sewall. 

Count Achille de Rochambeau was elected a Corresponding 
Member. 

Mr. Tuttle communicated the following particulars relating 
to Edward Randolph and his family : — 

Edward Randolph holds so conspicuous and so important a 
place in our colonial history that any thing concerning him is 
worthy of consideration, especially if new. It is surprising, in 
view of the extent of our historical inquiries, that the arch- 
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enemy of Puritanism in all its aspects, the prime mover and the 
actual abettor of the overthrow of the first political and ecclesi- 
astica establishments of New England, should have excited so 
little interest and be so little known. Measured simply by the 
results of his own undertakings, Edward Randolph is justly en- 
titled to rank among the most remarkable men of his time. In 
that dramatic period of our history which embraces the closing 
scenes of the life of the first charter, he is the central figure and 
the chief actor, — not inaptly called the destroying angel. Hia 
public acts are memorable, and they form the chief interest in 
the history of that time. 

His career in New England may be characterized as meteoric 
in many respects : it certainly is without parallel in our history. 
He came suddenly into public view from beyond the Atlantic, 
the unwelcome bearer of a royal messa e having a menacing 
aspect, at a time when the colonies wt re in a death-struggle 
with the Indian enemy. For a period of thirteen years he was 
regarded by our fathers as the most baleful and malignant lu- 
minary that ever appeared in the political skies of New Eng- 
land. His name was a synonyme for something dreadful ; and 
his fame — an ill one it was — extended to all the colonies. 
On the records of that age no name is branded by writers with 
so many, so varied, and so strongly denunciative epithets as 
that of Edward Randolph. It is but just to his memory to 
say that his excessive zeal for the interests of the Crown and 
for the Church of England, his undaunted courage and uncom- 
promising spirit, were the chief causes of his great unpopu- 
larity. 

Whence he came, or whither he went, has hardly been 
thought worthy of inquiry by our antiquaries, in a period 
of two centuries. His history, so far as known, begins and 
ends with his career in New England. Dr. Palfrey, who 
looked after many neglected worthies of our colonial times, 
as his History attests, made special search in the archives of 
England for some new light on the career of Randolph, but 
without success. 

While collecting materials for my projected Life of Captain 
John Mason, patentee of New Hampshire, I noticed, in letters 
of Robert Mason, grandson of Captain Mason, and also in let- 
ters of Edward Randolph, expressions indicating some degree 
of relationship between them. Following up this hint, I came 
to the origin and parentage of Randolph himself, — singularly 
enough in the first Christian city and spiritual metropolis of 
England. He was the son of Edmund Randolph, Doctor of 
Physic, of the city of Canterbury. His mother was the daugh- 

31 
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ter of Giles Master, of the same city. Both parents were of 
gentle lineage, and of high character and standing. Edward 
Randolph married Jane Gibbon, of West Cliff in the county of 
Kent. Her brother, Richard Gibbon, Doctor of Physic, mar- 
ried Anne Tufton, the sister of Robert Mason. It is proper to 
observe that Robert Mason, alias Tufton, assumed the surname 
Mason to inherit his grandfather Mason's estate in New England. 

Upon the death of his wife in 1679, Randolph again came to 
New England, bringing his family, designing, it would seem, to 
remain here permanently. He had been appointed by the Com- 
missioners of Customs Collector of Customs in New England. 
Having other public employments, he appointed his brother 
Gyles deputy in this office. The latter soon after died, and 
he appointed another brother, Bernard, to this place. Bernard 
Randolph was an author of considerable note in his time. 

In 1691, Edward Randolph was appointed Surveyor-General 
of Customs in all the English Provinces in North America. 
This fact shows that he was recognized as an able and faithful 
officer by the English Government. 

Dr. Ellis spoke of the value of the Pickering Papers recently 
presented to the Society, and paid an appreciative tribute to the 
labors of our associate, Mr. Upham, in completing the Memoir 
of Timothy Pickering. 

The Recording Secretary, Mr. Deane, communicated the 
following memorandum relating to the death of Mathew 
Cradock : — 

In the Proceedings of this Society for November, 1871, 1 
submitted a statement of reasons for believing that Mathew 
Cradock, the first Governor of the Massachusetts Company, 
must have died between the 14th and 28th of May, 1641, and 
intimated that it must have occurred near the last-named date. 
Since that statement has appeared in print, my attention has 
been called by an antiquarian friend * to the " Obituary of 
Richard Smith," published by the Camden Society in 1849, 
" being a catalogue of all such persons as he knew in their 
life, fromA.D. 1627 to a.d. 1674." In this record is given 
the exact time of Cradock's death. Under date of May 27, 
1641, we read, — " Math. Cradock, merchant, one of the Mem- 
bers of Parliament for y e City of London, died."f This happily 
confirms my conjecture, and it is satisfactory to have the exact 
date. 

* John Ward Dean, Esq. 

t This entry had been already copied into the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register for Oct. 1857. — C. D. 
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Mr. Brooks presented, in the name of Mr. A. H. Safford, 
of Cambridge, a pen-and-ink sketch of Washington, executed 
by J. Hiller, Jr., in 1794. Mr. Safford's belief was that the 
miniature was presented by General Washington to Captain 
Thomas Hartshorn, of Reading, who died in 1819. It had 
been in Mr. Safford's possession for over fifty years, he having 
been a foster-son of Captain Hartshorn. The drawing is 
sketched on the back of a playing card, — the ten of diamonds : 
the name of " George Washington " is inscribed on a scroll 
beneath the picture, and beneath the oval in which the picture 
is enclosed is " J. Hiller, Jr., scrip, [or sculp.] 1794." From 
subsequent inquiries, Mr. Brooks had ascertained that there had 
been published in 1851, in Boston, a portrait of Washington, 
purporting to be engraved from the original sketch by a young 
artist by the name of Fullerton, taken from life in 1776, — 
which greatly resembles this sketch of Hiller's, and that prob- 
ably Hiller's sketch was made from Fullerton's original. 

Mr. Safford also presented a miniature in profile of Captain 
Hartshorn, and some letters written from the army during the 
Bevolutionary War, — one of which, written by Colonel John 
Brooks " from the Camp, near Valley Forge, January 5, 1778," 
Mr. Brooks read to the meeting. It is given below : — 

Camp nbak Vallbt Fobgb, Jan T S*, 1778. 

Dear Sir, — With high satisfaction I received your's of the 14* 
ultimo ; but feel myself very unhappy that my last should give you 
any disagreeable feelings. It was far from my intention. A Vindica- 
tion of myself (not with so much seriousness as you imagine) was my 
design. ' But, concluding it will be more pleasing to you, I will change 
the Subject. 

You make me smile when you observe that you are not so sanguine 
about matters in this quarter at present as you were. My dear friend, 
what ever made you sanguine? Could How's marching through a 
vast extent of country — a country very well formed for defence ; could 
the Action at Brandy wine, at which time Gen} Washington's Army was 
entirely routed for that day, with as great loss, at least, as ever was 
published ; could the Germantown Affair, in which our army were again 
broke, dispersed, and persued for more than ten miles from the place of 
the first attack, with the loss of more than one thousand men ; in short, 
could a large superiority of number on the side of Mf How through 
the whole campaign, and in consequence thereof, his being able to go to 
what point he pleased, I ask, could any of these make you sanguine ? 
Even now, since the northern troops have joined, How's army is 
the largest, which is now some above ten thousand, ours not eight 
thousand. 

With respect to the clothing, &c, &'c, of our army, believe it, Sir, 
to be bad enough. Ever since our march from Albany our men have 
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been suffering all the inconveniences of an inclement season, and a 
want of cloa'thing. For a week past we have had snow, and as cold 
weather as I almost ever knew at home. To see our poor brave 
fellows living in tents, bare-footed, bare-legged, bare-breeched, &c, 
&c, in snow, in rain, on marches, in camp, and on duty, without being 
able to supply their wants is really distressing. Where the fault is I 
know not, but am rather inclined to think our General Court has not 
done every thing that might be expected of them. If it be for want 
of foresight in our rulers, the Lord pity us. But if it be through 
negligence or design, " is there not some chosen curse " reserved for 
those who are cause of so much misery ? Another thing which has 
been the occasion of much complaint is the unequal distribution and 
scanty allowance of provisions. For the former of these the Com- 
missary's are accountable. The cursed Quakers and other inhabitants 
are the cause of the latter. But those difficulties are at an end. Large 
supplies of provisions from N. England (which on account of the 
critical situation of affairs has been stopped till now) are now coming 
into Camp. Another ground of uneasiness among our troops (the 
north?) is the want of money. Our Regiment has never received but 
two months pay for twelve months past. This difficulty I hope will soon 
be over. I have mentioned these particulars not to sink your spirits, 
but just to give you a small Idea of a soldier's life. Under all those 
disadvantages no men ever shew more spirit or prudence than ours. In 
my opinion nothing but Virtue has kept our Army together through 
this campaign. There has been that great Principle, the Love of our 
Country, which first called us into the field, and that only to influence 
us. But this will not last always : Some other motives must co- 
operate with this in order to keep an Army together any length of 
time. Upon the same principle that we love our country we love our- 
selves. It must be for the private interest of officers, at least, to con- 
tinue in the service any considerable time : And without having an 
experienced you cannot have a respectable army; and without a 
respectable you cannot have a good army. I know of no reason why 
one part the community should sacrifice their all for the good of it, 
while the rest are filling their Coffers. We [have] this consolation, 
however, that it cannot be said that we are bought or bribed into the 
service. Those officers who can keep out of debt, especially those who 
have considerable families, this year may with propriety be called 
good husbands. 

The above intelligence with respect to How's and the American 
Army will help you to account for the loss of Philadelphia, the forts 
on the Delaware, &c, &c. I assure you those events have not been 
lost for want of spirit, but numbers. As to my observations with 
respect to the situation of the Army at present, and their future pros- 
pects, I have made them at your desire and for your speculation. As 
to another campaign, I can form no judgment about it. How Congress 
will augment their force is not public. By the inactivity of the States 
it seems as if they chose to prolong the war. The States of Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland do not seem to have any more idea of liberty than 
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a Savage has of civilization. In general they have not been able to 
feel themselves interested in this controversey. They have ever sup- 
pos'd ('till wofull experience taught them otherwise) that the King's 
troops were as kind, mercifull, and just as they represented themselves 
to be. But now the tone is altering fast. Even some of the Thees 
and TTious, who have had their wives ravished, houses plundered and 
burned, are now ready, on any party's making a sally from the City, to 
take their Arms and oppose them. Last winter How made the Jersey's 
the best of Whigs. I hope all will be converted in these States this 
[Winter] ; and that next Summer the whole Continent will feel their 
importance and exert that small part of her strength which, when duly 
applied, will be sufficient to hurl all the How's in the Universe into 
atoms. What would have been the situation of New England at this 
moment had they shown the same disposition towards Gen! Burgoyne 
which the cringing, non-resisting, Ass-like fools of this State have done 
towards How ? The chains of British Slavery would have been un- 
alterably fixed : and instead of adressing you at this time as a Free- 
man, I should have expressed my friendship to a slave. Oh ! horrid 
Thought ! To be a Slave ! Oh ! base Idea first conceived in hell ! 

" Do thou, great Liberty ! inspire our Souls, 
And make our Lives in thy possession happy, 
Or Our Deaths glorious in thy just Defence ! " 

But I have already too far trespassed on your patience. I have 
really far exceeded the bounds of a common letter, and hardly know 
what to say for myself. I am much inclined to write another letter, 
but upon second thought I hope your good nature will excuse this 
upon promise of future decency. 

I intended at first to have given you an account of our hutting our- 
selves, &c, but matters of a more interesting nature keeping upermost 
in my mind till this moment, I am obliged to omit it Mf Hartshorn, 
I hope, will give you the particulars. 

After wishing you every Blessing you wish, am with the greatest 
Bespects and Esteem, Sir, 

Tour Friend and H? ServJ, 

Jn? Brooks. 

P.S. — Notwithstanding my prolixity, I must congratulate you on 
the Success of Gen 1 . 1 Smallwood. A few Days since a Brig, as she was 
going from N. York to Philadelphia up the Delaware, was met with a 
Body of Ice w* drove her ashore, which the Gen 1 ? observing sent his 
Division with 4 light field-pieces, and upon receiving two shot sur- 
rendered. Exclusive of the Crew, 75 British Troops & 32 officers' 
wives, alias whores, she had on board large Quantities of Spirits, 
Wine, Porter, Officers' Baggage, 1800 Suits of Cloaths, 1500 Stand 
Arms, Linnens, &c, &c. Several other Vessells have shar'd the same 
fate. Yesterday one laden with 300 Barrells Provisions was captur'd 
the same Way. Gen? Smallwood with his two Brigades are Station'd 
at & near Wilmington, below Philadelphia. 
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The thanks of the Society were ordered for these gifts. 

The Cabinet-keeper announced as gifts to the Cabinet two 
photographs of the " burnt district " in Boston, printed in 
carbon, by the artists, Allen & Rowell. 



SOCIAL MEETING, FEBRUARY 26, 1874. 

A Social Meeting of the Society was held on the evening of 
the 26th February, at the house of Mr. William Amory, in 
Beacon Street ; the President in the chair. 

The meeting was called to order at 8 o'clock, and the 
President spoke as follows : — 

Meeting to-night at the house of the brother-in-law of Pres- 
cott, from whom we have recently received the Noctograph 
used by that charming historian in writing, and some of the 
autograph manuscripts which it helped him to write, nothing 
could be more opportune than the return of these precious 
memorials from the case-maker to whom they were intrusted, 
just in season to be exhibited to the Society in the shape in 
which they have been prepared for our cabinet. They have 
been arranged under the direction of our Recording Secretary 
and Librarian, at the request and at the cost of Mr. Amory, and 
a statement to that effect has been inscribed on the case. Our 
grateful acknowledgments of the gift have been already returned 
by order of the Society. 

The following letter of Mr. Prescott, communicated by Dr. 
Ellis, describes his manner of using the " Noctograph," and is 
no less interesting for the additional particulars it furnishes 
as to his methods of study induced by his comparative loss of 
sight : — 

Boston, June 1st, 1857. 

My dear Mr. Ellis, — I hope I have not abused your patience 
in delaying so long to give you the information which you desired 
respecting the modus operandi in my historical composition. My de- 
fective eyesight has rendered it somewhat peculiar. But I suspect 
most of the peculiarities have been already noticed by me on other 
occasions. 

I suppose you are aware that when in college I received a blow on 
the eye which deprived me of the use of it for reading and writing. 



